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ing some quality which they hoped the child would
possess when it grew up. The Hebrew name David
means " beloved."

The name Joseph was given by Rachel, the be-
loved wife of Jacob, to the baby who came to her
after long waiting. Joseph means " addition," and
Rachel chose this name because she hoped another
child would yet be added to her family. She after-
wards had Benjamin, the best beloved of all Jacob's
sons, and then she died.

The name Joseph did not become common in
Europe till after the Reformation, when the Catholic
Church appointed a feast day for St. Joseph, the
spouse of the Blessed Virgin. Towards the end
of the eighteenth century the Emperor Leopold
christened his son Joseph, and this, and the fact
that Napoleon's first wife was named Josephine,
made these two names as a boy's and a girl's name
very popular. We have both Joseph and Josephine
in English, and the French have Fifine and Finette
as well as Josephine, for which these are pet names.
In Italy, too, Joseph, or Giuseppe, is a common
name, and Peppo, or Beppo, are short names for it.
These pet names seem very strange when we re-
member Rachel's solemn choosing of the name for
the first Joseph of all.

Sometimes the early nations .called their children
by the names of animals. The beautiful old Hebrew
name Deborah, which became also an old-fashioned
English name, means " bee." In several languages